
ECO-943 Advanced Topics on Poverty and Manpower Planning 

Course Description 

The objective is to study socioeconomic factors that contribute to urban, rural and 

international poverty .Emphasis is placed on measures of poverty, economics and 

politics of income distribution, occupational structure of the labor force, and factors 

that maintain poverty. The course mainly aims at giving hands on experience on 

calculating and analyzing these areas with the help of computer soft wares and 

analytical tools. Additionally, various policies of government and international 

institutions on poverty reduction and eradication will be analyzed. 

Learning Outcomes:  

After completing the course, students should be able to understand 

 How poverty is measured economically, religiously, and philosophically 

 Does microcredit lead to long-term alleviation of poverty for the poor 

 What are the economic and non-economic causes of poverty?  Low wages?  

Minimum wage laws? Low skills level?  Lack of land and capital? Individual 

attributes? A culture of poverty? Laziness? Lack of intelligence? Oppressive 

institutional forces (the church, the government, political leadership)?  Charity 

and philanthropy that diminish incentive? 
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